Vasodilatory Shock After Ventricular Assist Device Placement: A Bench to Bedside Review.
With more than 2000 ventricular assist devices (VAD) placed annually in the United States, understanding postoperative management is important. One of the most common postoperative morbidities encountered with VAD implantation is vasodilatory shock. The mechanisms for this phenomenon are numerous and include cellular and hormonal aberrancies unique to the VAD recipient. Management of vasodilatory shock in VAD patients needs to be undertaken with an understanding of the side effects associated with each treatment, especially the effects on the right ventricle and pulmonary vasculature. This article focuses on the incidence, the pathogenesis, the consequences, and the management of vasodilatory shock in the postoperative VAD patient.